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1917 Survey of
AMELIA ISLAND

Bound on the west by the
Amelia River, north by the 
entrance to St. Mary’s River, 
east by the Atlantic Ocean 
and South by Nassau Sound 
(today’s Talbot Park system)

Amelia City



1945 – Approval of the site plan for ”Gerbing’s Azalea Gardens”





Camellia japonica ‘Otomi’, ‘Pink Perfection’







Camellia japonica
‘Professor Sargent’



Camellia jap. “Pink Perfection”





From a small start in 1932, I 
have developed my show 
gardens and nursery to a point 
where I have 250,000 Camellias 
and Azaleas occupying 15 acres 
of the ground along the banks of 
the Amelia River.  The story of 
the development of the business 
may interest my friends and 
customers.

Preface, Camellias by
G. G. Gerbing



Gardens After 60 Years of Neglect 

� Light needed for 
plants to flourish
� New,  Unwanted 

Trees
� Vines 

Everywhere
� Underbrush
� Restore/

Relocate 
Curbing
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Gerbing Gardens Restoration 

� Restore Gardens for Cottages and 
Common Azalea Garden Space

� Preservation of Azaleas and Camellias
� Transplant Plants to Temporary Garden 

for later use as landscaping
� Landscape new, cottage homes with 

original plants



Today’s Survey – Gerbing Gardens 



Landscaping With Original Plants









Unusual stacking of petals



Variegated foliage caused by virus







Three different bloom forms from the same tree



Two Blooms from the same tree



Gerbings Gardens, 
admission in 1947, 60 cents ($7.78 in 2022)





Azalea Trails, Gerbings Gardens





Calendulas Surround Pool, Gerbings Gardens



Festival of Flowers, Gerbings Gardens, 1947







GUSTAV GERBING
1900 to 1982



Oyster Flats, Amelia River







Gerbing Oyster Farm



ROSE GARDENS, GERBINGS GARDENS
‘MRS. G. G. GERBING’  - Azalea indica
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Members of the Men’s Camellia Club meet to 
discuss the flower show:  Pensacola, Florida 

(Florida Archives)



Fernandina 
Beach Mens
Garden Club
Hal Belcher
Gus Gerbing
Ralph May
Fletcher Shurley
John Weisner





Camellia jap. “Alba Perfection”





Miles Beach of Magnolia Plantation Gardens and 
Florence Crowder, American Camellia Society



Becky Jordi (r.), Nassau Co.  Cooperative Ext. 
Agent and Master Gardener



Camellias, by Jennifer Trehane
President, International Camellia Society 









AMERICAN CAMELLIA SOCIETY, Fort Valley, GA
Tours
Gardens, mature camellias and azaleas
Nursery – plant sales
Incredible online resources for education

CAMELLIA FOREST NURSERY

CAMELLIA SHOP (originally Gene Phillips, Savannah)
Mail order camellias
Collection of Camellia sinensis (tea plants)

CAMELLIA TRAIL (see American Camellia Society
website for map)

Bamboo Gardens
Coastal Georgia Botanical Garden
Judge Solomon’s Camellias propagated

by Gene Phillips


